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At CSW 56 last year, governments failed to produce Agreed Conclusions. This event was a 
wake-up call for NGOs to become more collectively engaged, better focused, and articulate 
about what the UN must do to end gender inequality. In order to stimulate a discussion 
among NGOs BEFORE the CSW, the NGO CSW/NY appointed an independent editing 
committee to produce a draft paper for North America. The purpose of this draft is to open a 
space where NGOs can voice their concerns and influence on the CSW Agreed 
Conclusions. This draft is expected to evolve and invite continual discussion and inputs by 
more and more participants. NGOs may wish to consult with their NGOs, synthesize group 
comments into a single statement and post these online. The inputs will be reviewed before 
CSW and considered for a second draft that can be used for dialogue with governments 
during CSW 57 and beyond.  
 
This consultation among NGOs will take place largely through a virtual dialogue due to lack 
of funds to bring participants together. For many women’s groups, such an online discussion 
around an NGO CSW document is new and experimental. But working virtually has the 
advantage of being accessible to many participants, including women with disabilities, rural 
women and working women.  
 
Developing collective ideas must begin with a small number of participants that grows over 
time. At its best, the hope of this project is to strengthen the impact of civil society voices in 
an inclusive and transparent manner. However, as a trial, it is important that you, the reader, 
participate in helping to make it better. 
 
The editing committee would welcome your feedback both on process and outcomes this 
year so that we improve next year. In addition to feedback on the content of the draft 
document, please also consider submitting your ideas on the process for creating regional 
text: How could we improve this process next year? What timeline would you suggest? 
Would you/ your organization be interested in participating? (Please put in contact 
information so that we can keep in touch). By hearing from you, we hope to build even 
stronger ideas from a wider set of voices that are involved even earlier. Thank you for your 
participation! 
 
NGOs are invited to post their organization’s inputs on this draft:  
http://csw57ngos.ning.com/profiles/blogs/guidelines-for-csw57-ngo-voices-participation 
You must create an account and sign-in to participate. You may also send your submission 
to: Voices4NGOs@gmail.com 
 
Please note that the NGO CSW/NY does not take responsibility for the content of this NGO 
CSW draft discussion paper.  
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51 An exception is Strengthening Resistance: Confronting Violence against Women and HIV/AIDS, Center for Women’s 
Global Leadership, 2006. http://www.cwgl.rutgers.edu/resources/publications/gender-based-violence/296-strengthening-
resistance-confronting-violence-against-women-and-hivaids-2006-. 
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52 For many recommendations on the girl-child, see the Commission on the Status of Women Report on the Fifty-First 
session, 26 February to 9 March 20017, United Nations, New York, 2007 and the Report of the Secretary-General, The 
elimination of all forms of discrimination and violence against the girl-child, Economic and Social Council, 12 December, 
2006.  
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53 The 16 Days of Activism Against Gender Violence is a global campaign dedicated to ending gender-based violence.  
Coordinated by the Center for Women’s Global Leadership, it is used as organizing strategies by groups and individuals to 
promote the elimination of gender-based violence, and call governments to account for such violence.  Since its formation in 
1991, over 4,100 organizations in 172 countries have participated.  More information is available at 
http://16dayscwgl.rutgers.edu/.  
54 Organized by men working to end men’s violence against women, the White Ribbon Campaign is a response to the female 
engineering students killed during a gender-based attack in Montreal in 1989.  More information is available at: 
http://www.whiteribbon.ca/.  
55 See Global Campaign for Violence Prevention: Plan of Action for 2012-2020, a WHO initiative to increase the priority of 
evidence-informed violence prevention as a global public health and development issue, to build the foundation for violence 
prevention and implement violence prevention strategies.  
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